
Linda Geist   Karen Funkenbusch 
Senior Information Specialist  Director/PI 
Extension Communications  Missouri AgrAbility project 
University of Missouri  University of Missouri 

.  

The Missouri AgrAbility Project is 
supported by funds from the 

USDA National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture (NIFA) under 
sponsored project number 

2014-41590-22323.  
 

© University of Missouri 



You can lead 
a horse (or 
mule) to 
water…. 
we hope to 
help. 
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We all need support. 
How and where  
do we get it? 
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Identify and promote newsworthy stories 

Shine your light on people, not statistics. 
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Same story, different format, different markets 
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It’s more than 
who, what, 
when, where 
and statistics…
It’s about 
people. 

He who is without a newspaper 
 is cut off from his species. 

P. T. Barnum 





Different story, format, markets, and results 
Why and how this works…  
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24-HOUR FORECAST
Today ... cooler, mostly sunny, high in the 
low 70s, northwest gusting to about 25 
mph. Tonight ... cooler,  mostly clear, low 
about 50. Monday ... sunny, high in the low 70s.           � PAGE 10B

Mufid Elfgeeh is taken out of federal court Thursday in Rochester, N.Y. Elfgeeh, a natu-
ralized citizen, is accused of plotting to kill members of the U.S. military tryng to aid 
the Islamic State group in Syria and Iraq. He is among more than 100 Americans who 
are accused of supporting Islamic fighters. (AP Photo)

BETHEL, Mo. — Chris Allen 
remembers coming to in a hallway 
at the Rusk Rehabilitation Center 
in Columbia in the midst of the 
medical staff ’s conversation.

“They were talking about this 
poor guy who had a hemorrhagic 
aneurysm,” Allen said. “I thought, 
‘He must be in a hell of a shape.’ 
Then I realized it was me.”

The moment was Allen’s first 
clear memory in more than a 
month after suffering the aneu-
rysm, a burst blood vessel in his 
brain, on Aug. 31, 2010,  in the 
garage of his home, followed days 
later by a stroke.

The combination left the Bethel 
farmer with a brain injury, and 
four years later, “the brain still 
isn’t right,” Allen said.

“I’m grateful to be alive, most 
times, but it’s a long-term thing,” 
he said.

Farm disabilities
A farmer loses a limb in a farm 

accident. Another suffers a spinal 
cord injury off the farm, is dis-
abled by a stroke, or deals with 
debilitating arthritis.

Both want to stay active on the 

farm — and they can with help 
from the Missouri AgrAbility Proj-
ect.

“They’re not going to let this 
disability or whatever is going on 
in their life stop them from doing 
what is their passion,” said Karen 
Funkenbusch, director of the pro-

gram offered through University 
of Missouri Extension and Miz-
zou’s College of Agriculture, Food 
and Natural Resources.

The challenges to remain pro-
ductive on the farm might differ, 
but “the common thread has been 
AgrAbility has helped them,” 

Funkenbusch said. “The second 
common thread is the Missouri Di-
vision of Vocational Rehabilitation 
has funded adapted/assistive de-
vices for these farmers to remain 
gainfully employed in production 

Using an iPad, Chris Allen and his partner, Sherry Nelson, listen to a list of chores he needs to take care 
of before heading out to check on his tractors. Allen has adopted the iPad as his “portable brain” to 
keep track of his work schedule since he suffered an aneurysm and stroke in August 2010. (H-W Photo/
Michael Kipley)

Brain injury 
‘a long-term 

thing’ for 
Bethel man

Chris Allen talks about how he’s been able 
to keep farming with help from the Mis-
souri AgrAbility Project in a video posted at 
www.whig.com.
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SUNDAY STRUCK LOW
The day before celebrating her 50th birthday in 
June, MaryAnn St. Clair suddenly had to face a grim 
reality. The wife of Hannibal football coach Mark St. 
Clair had pancreatic cancer.          � PAGE 1B

FIRST-DEGREE MURDER CASE

A central Illinois newspaper is 
reporting that the pathologist who 
is believed to have performed the 
autopsy on Cory Lovelace after she 
died on Valentine’s Day in 2006 is 
so discredited in Sangamon County 
that the state’s attorney there and 
coroners in three neighboring coun-
ties refused to use her as a witness 
before the embattled Sangamon 
County coroner decided to remove 

her as a pathologist in 2011.
Quincy attorney Curtis Lovelace 

was indicted by an Adams County 
grand jury last month in connec-
tion with the death of his 38-year-
old wife on Feb. 14, 2006. The bill 
of indictment indicates that Curtis 
Lovelace, now 45, suffocated his 
wife. He was arrested Aug. 27 out-
side the offices of his private prac-
tice in downtown Quincy and is be-
ing held on $5 million bail in the 
Hancock County Jail in Carthage.

A month after Cory Lovelace 

was found dead inside the couple’s 
home at 1869 Kentucky, a coroner’s 
jury ruled that the cause of death 
was undetermined. An autopsy 
reached the same conclusion. Cory 
Lovelace’s body was cremated.

Adams County Coroner Jim 
Keller has refused to release re-
cords in the case. However, report-
er Bruce Rushton with the Illinois 
Times, a free weekly newspaper in 
Springfield, reported that Ed Par-
kinson, the special prosecutor who 
has been assigned the case, con-

firmed that Dr. Jessica Bowman 
conducted the autopsy on Cory 
Lovelace and failed to establish a 
cause of death.

“That’s why it’s been an open 
case for eight years,” Parkinson 
told Rushton.

Parkinson said Curtis Lovelace 
told investigators in 2006 that his 
wife, whom he claims he found 
dead in bed, had not been feeling 
well. Prosecutors are basing 

Lovelace pathologist has checkered record
By DAVID ADAM

Herald-Whig Staff Writer

MISSOURI AGRABILITY 
PROJECT

By DEBORAH GERTZ HUSAR
Herald-Whig Staff Writer

PATH TO EXTREMISM

By NANCY BENAC  
and DEB RIECHMANN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A college 
dropout from Florida. A nurse’s 
aide from Denver. The owner of 
a pizza-and-wings joint from up-
state New York.

Except for their embrace of 

Islam, there’s no common profile 
for the 100-plus Americans who 
have traveled to Syria to join Is-
lamic fighters or are accused of 
supporting them from the Unit-
ed States.

Their reasons for joining an 
extremist cause a half-world 
away are as varied as their geog-
raphy and life stories.

Some seek adventure and ca-
maraderie. Others feel a call to 
fight perceived injustice.

But a common strain of dis-
affection, a search for meaning, 
seems to emerge, at times stron-
ger than any motivation tied to 

religious devotion.
“What unifies all these folks 

is a desire to be recognized, a 
desire to find a cause that they 
can mold their life to,” says Evan 
Kohlmann, who tracks terrorists 
with Flashpoint Global Partners.

Foreign fighters from dozens 
of nations are pouring into the 
Middle East to join the Islamic 
State group and other terrorist 
organizations. U.S. officials are 
putting new energy into trying 
to understand what radical-
izes people far removed from the 

Everyday Americans get caught up in jihad
Radicalization of citizens 

puzzles U.S. officials 
determined to cut off 

support for Islamic State

Curtis Lovelace
Said wife hadn’t 
felt well before 
he found her 
dead in bed 
Feb. 14, 2006

Cory Lovelace
Condition of 
body indicated  
something was 
wrong, special 
prosecutor says

In aftermath of aneurysm, 
Chris Allen reached out 
for help to keep farming

Doctor who did 2006 autopsy on wife has history of discredited work in central Illinois counties

See RECORD, Page 5A

See INJURY, Page 4A

See EXTREMISM, Page 5A

The country’s love affair with bacon shows no signs of subsiding despite the price, which is at an all-time high and 
has risen at more than three times the rate of inflation since 2008, the most of any meat.   �PAGE 1E
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agriculture despite their 
disability, and challenges or 
barriers have been removed 
because of those devices.”

She said a common mis-
conception is that AgrAbil-
ity only serves farmers with 
severe physical disabilities.

But “having arthritis 
for some folks is just as 
disabling as someone who 
has a spinal cord injury,” 
Funkenbusch said. 

The program provides 
services for any Missourian 
with a disease, disability or 
disorder who is engaged in 
farming, ranching or an-
other agriculture-related 
occupation.

Funkenbusch said more 
women on the farm are 
seeking help from the pro-
gram.

“They might have diabe-
tes, heart disease, arthritis, 
or already trying to prevent 
a secondary injury and not 
wanting to get in the same 
situation as their hus-
bands,” she said.

IPad as ‘portable brain’
In jeans, boots and cap, 

Allen looks every bit a farm-
er. His speech is clear as he 
talks about getting ready 
for this year’s harvest, but 
he records a conversation on 
an iPad, a tool he calls his 
“portable brain,” to make 
sure he’ll remember it the 
next day.

“For me, short-term 
memory is the tough part,” 
Allen said. “You talk to 
somebody over the phone 
and remember what was go-
ing on. That makes it easy 
to plan the next day. If you 
get up the next day and 
can’t remember anything 
you’ve done the day before, 
it makes it impossible to 
plan stuff.”

The iPad that Allen car-
ries came through the Mis-
souri AgrAbility Project.

The brain injury changed 
Allen and his lifestyle, but 
not his love of farming.

Early in his recovery, Al-
len knew he needed to get 
back to the farm. He had 
crops to harvest and cattle 
to feed. Four years later, 
he continues to raise corn, 
soybeans, hay and cattle — 
with help.

A utility vehicle, once 
considered a luxury, became 
a necessity for Allen to get 
around the farm and haul 
equipment. Electric hy-
draulic vales on two pieces 
of equipment ease the wear 
and tear on his arthritic 
shoulders.

“If I’ve had a long day 
and am worn out, my 
memory is a lot worse,” Al-
len said. “There’s just a lot 
of things people take for 
granted. I know I did for a 
lot of years. I never wrote 
anything down.”

Most important on the 
farm is the computer, an-
other luxury item that’s be-
come a necessity to record 
things Allen might not re-
member.

“At harvest time, at the 
end of the day, I describe 
what I accomplish. I walk 
around the combine when 
I shut it down, say I need 
fuel, need oil, need to tight-
en this, need these wrench-
es. The next morning, I play 
that back, get the truck 
loaded,” Allen said. “I sing 
the praises of the iPad, but 
it’s a damn poor second” to 
his brain before the injury.

Recovery struggle
Allen remembers little of 

what happened in 2010, but 
his partner, Sherry Nelson, 

fills in the blanks. Alerted by 
a phone call from one of Al-
len’s friends, she found him 
that day on the garage floor 
and called the ambulance.

A social worker, Nelson 
already understood how the 
medical system works, and 
fortunately for Allen, knew 
how to advocate for patient 
care — once she got over the 
initial shock.

“You start to figure out 
what you need to do next, to 
ask the questions you need 
to ask and not take every-
thing at face value,” Nelson 
said.

Allen spent 31⁄2 weeks at 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital in 
St. Louis before moving to 
Rusk in Columbia, where he 
spent 21⁄2 weeks. Convinced 
he was fine, Allen just want-
ed to get back to the farm, 
but “he didn’t realize how 
hard it was to do all that 
thinking stuff,” Nelson said.

Activities as simple as 
walking initially exhausted 
him. Communication re-
mained a challenge.

“If I was talking to you 
and had something to tell 
you, I might get halfway 
through it and run out of 
gas, forget what I was go-
ing to say,” Allen said. 
“That was the way my brain 
worked at the time.”

He was home by mid-
October 2010. Friends and 
neighbors harvested that 
year’s crop, pitched in to 
care for the cattle, and 
helped in other ways while 
Allen continued therapy.

However, the big strides 
made in the early days of 

his recovery began to taper 
off. It took more work to 
see improvements, and Al-
len was resisting spending 
more time in therapy.

“It got to a point where 
we were fighting more than 
making any progress, and I 
thought he just has to figure 
out he needs some help,” 
Nelson said.

Allen got through plant-
ing season in 2011, thanks 
to buying a bigger planter 
to speed the work, and then 
the harvest.

“Then he started talk-
ing about he needed more 
help. That’s when we went 
to AgrAbility,” Nelson said. 
“At that point, I don’t want 
to say he was whipped, but 
he was whipped enough. 
Part of it was he didn’t have 
the physical stamina he did 
at one time, and part of it 
was mental fatigue impact-
ed his physical stamina.”

Injury aftereffects
Plenty of reminders, 

large and small, indicated 
that things had changed.

That first weekend at 
home in 2010, the couple 
decided to grill steaks. Al-
len started the grill, like he 
always did, but had no idea 
how to cook the meat.

“It didn’t occur to me 
that maybe he didn’t re-
member how to do that,” 
Nelson said. “I ended up 
cooking the steaks.”

Trying to measure the 
length of a disk’s axle to get 
a replacement, Allen found 
he couldn’t read a tape mea-
sure, something he’d done 
since childhood.

Always working seven 
days a week and into the 
night on the farm, he’d be 
falling asleep in a chair at 5 
p.m.

“He was getting better. 
He sounded like his old self. 
The behavior, the manner-
isms were there, and yet it’s 
a different person,” Nelson 
said. “Where you see some-
body who has a brain in-
jury, maybe from a wreck or 
something that happened at 
birth, I don’t think you real-
ize how much that has had 
an impact until you see a 
person who went from being 
100 percent independent to 
being 100 percent depen-
dent and they start moving 
back in that independent 
direction.”

Changes readily ap-
parent to Nelson might be 
missed by others.

Six months after the an-
eurysm, a psychologist told 
the couple that if he hadn’t 
seen Allen’s records, he 
wouldn’t have known any-

thing was wrong. Because 
Allen had no physical im-
pairment, the brain injury’s 
lingering effects would have 
looked like quirks in his 
personality.

Allen’s short-term mem-
ory has improved, Nelson 
said, but it’s not what it 
once was. He still struggles 
with time and timelines. He 
can take things the wrong 
way in conversation and be 
easily misunderstood.

“He’s not very good in 
the morning. It just takes 
him awhile to where he’s 
functioning well enough,” 
Nelson said. 

Good days, bad days
AgrAbility funding 

comes through the farm bill 
but is competitive among 
state projects. The Missouri 
project recently was funded 
again for four years.

“We’re a line item in the 
federal budget,” Funken-
busch said. “Congress want-
ed the AgrAbility program 
to increase the likelihood 
farmworkers with disabili-
ties would experience suc-
cess in production agricul-
ture and prevention of a 
secondary injury.”

The program began 
in Missouri in 1994 and 
is available in 24 states, 
though Illinois is not one of 
them.

Funkenbusch wants to 
boost awareness of the pro-
gram.

“We can’t help them on 
the journey if they don’t ask 
for help or aren’t willing to 
take the next steps,” she 
said.

Just as important is 
making sure professionals 
understand what the farm-
ers need to stay on the farm.

Allen has spoken to pro-
fessionals at AgrAbility and 
brain injury conferences.

“A lot of people don’t un-
derstand brain injury. Doc-
tors are saving a lot of peo-
ple, and after a month, they 
decide the case is closed, 
he’s better, we saved him ... 
but it’s a long-term thing,” 
he said. By working togeth-
er, “we probably can help 
each other out and have a 
better idea of what might be 
a real help to us, be more ef-
ficient.”

The couple have been 
together for nine years. Un-
like many others dealing 
with the challenge of brain 
injury, they’ve stayed to-
gether.

“We have our bad days, 
we have our good days. Ap-
parently, the good days are 
still outnumbering the bad,” 
Nelson said. “It’s just not 
the same relationship it was 
at one time. Every once in a 
while, I see little flashes, 
but it’s real different from 
what it was.”

Allen continues to sur-
prise her — even with his 
willingness to share his sto-
ry at public events.

“It’s not, ‘You get over it.’ 
It’s there,” Nelson said. “It 
may improve. I think it’s 
continuing to improve still.”

— dhusar@whig.com/221-3379
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INJURY: Allen made big strides early in recovery, but when pace slowed he sought help from AgrAbility

Some of the free services that the Missouri 
AgrAbility Project offers:
• On-site farmstead assessments to identify bar-
riers to completing essential everyday tasks in the 
agricultural workplace and the home.
• Safe and appropriate assistive technologies, 
efficient modified work practices, and other ways 
to overcome disability-related limitations.
• Access to informal resource materials.
• Face-to-face educational training through 
workshops, conferences and seminars, as well as 

online blogs and programs.
• Referrals to other service providers for coun-
seling, educational, financial, occupational or 
rehabilitative services.
• Peer support networking.

For more information about the project, call 
800-995-8503, email AgrAbility@missouri.edu or 
go to agrability.missouri.edu. Information about 
the National AgrAbility Project is available online 
at agrability.org.

AGRABILITY SERVICES

By ALAN SCHER ZAGIER
Associated Press

COLUMBIA, Mo. — Gain-
ing tenure is never a sure 
thing. Dylan Kesler figured 
his chances were pretty good.

The 42-year-old wildlife 
biologist has published near-
ly 30 scientific papers since 
his 2007 hiring as a Univer-
sity of Missouri assistant 
professor. He’s received high 
marks for his teaching and is 
a favorite of the school’s pub-
lic relations team.

But Kesler filed a 2013 
complaint with government 
prosecutors alleging the mis-
use of federal grants by col-
leagues, and he was subse-
quently accused of plagiarism 
in his research work in what 
he calls a targeted effort by 
his superiors to silence him. 
Though a university inquiry 
found “insufficient” evidence 
of misconduct, Kesler was de-
nied tenure by Chancellor R. 
Bowen Loftin, despite strong 
support from both colleagues 
in his department as well as 
a faculty advisory panel from 
the broader campus.

“I was the golden boy,” 
Kesler said in his first pub-
lic comments since filing a 
sealed complaint against the 
university and three supe-
riors in May 2013 under the 
federal False Claims Act. 
“They had to drum up some-
thing to make me look bad.” 

The confidential com-
plaint was made public in 
July after the U.S. attorney’s 
office in Kansas City declined 
to intervene. Kesler’s attor-
ney, George Smith, attribut-
ed the government’s move to 
the relatively small amount 
of money at stake compared 
with previous false claims 
prosecutions.

The Justice Department 
told Kesler he can continue to 
litigate on the government’s 
behalf, but because the uni-
versity is a public entity, he 
wouldn’t be eligible to receive 
any money should his claims 
prevail. Unable to afford a 
prolonged legal fight, Kesler 
said he plans to drop the fed-
eral case but might pursue 
other legal action.

In the meantime, he’s out 
of a job after the spring se-
mester. 

In his complaint, Kesler 
said endowed professor Josh-
ua Millspaugh and associate 
professor Francisco Aguilar 
have improperly paid their 
spouses at least $130,000 
from federal grant money 
since 2010 while the women 
curtailed their job duties as 
research assistants and lab 
managers to remain home 
with newborns. Both women 
are listed in university re-
cords as working for other 
professors but actually report 
directly to their husbands, he 
said.

The use of spousal super-
visors would violate univer-
sity nepotism rules and put 
tens of millions of dollars of 
annual federal research mon-
ey at risk, Kesler said.

“When I found out this 
was happening, the first 
thing I thought was, ‘That 
is (university) funding,’ ” he 
said. 

Prof says 
complaints 
led to denial 
of tenure
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